GREECE, the mother of our civilization, knew everything,
if she did not invent everything. To Greece we are
wont to ascribe the glory of giving birth to the idea of
republicanism. And rightly so. Nevertheless, it must be
borne in mind that she countenanced dictatorships under
the name of 'tyranny', -a word which came in the course
of time to assume an undesirable connotation.

For some hundreds of years, public life was non-
existent in Greece. Peaceful guardians of their flocks and
herds, its inhabitants were grouped in families under the
authority of the sire, who was at once their leader and
high-priest. The ancestral altar was the centre of their
family life, and their religion the bond which united
them.

It is impossible to state with accuracy the precise
period when these families, comprising some hundreds
of persons, actuated by a variety of influences of which
the most cogent was the necessity of defending themselves
against certain of their neighbours, gradually came to
unite among themselves. The larger groups thus formed
constituted the first tentative step in the direction of an
organized social state, and was called aphratry. From the
association of a number of phratries arose the tribe, and
from the grouping together of several tribes, arose the
city, a name which connoted, not only community of
citizenship, but the actual place, more or less solidly
constructed, which served them at once as a shelter, a
general meeting place and a stronghold.

In the family, the supreme authority rested with the
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